





Mound: RWMCM1
Location: center, SW %, Section 18, T2N, R29E

Parent Material: Loess over basalt. Mapped as el2, Middie to
Upper Pleistocene Toess, by Scott (1982).

Site description: Located on a short slope with bedrock outcrop
just upslope, and flattening near the lowest point of the mound.
The nearest road is 10 meters from the toe of the slope.

Slope (%): <5

Height: 0.5 m

Diameter: 12.2 m

Nearest Neighbors: not measured

Vegetation Mound: Big Sage (Artemesfa sp.), Green Rabbitbrush
(Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus), Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia
polycantha)

Vegetation Intermound: Sagebrush species (Artemesia sp.), Green
Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus), Winterfat (Ceratoides
lanata), Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia polycantha), Squirreltail
grass (Sitanion hystrix), Indian ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides).

Vegetation general comments: Big sage is Targer on the mound than
on the intermound areas.

Surface morphology mounds: Similar to intermounds, fewer basalt
clasts, fresh and old burrow piles evident.

Surface morphology intermounds: Soil/vegetated surface, basalt
rocks, especially upslope closer to outcrops. Soils have
polygonal fracture patterns from freeze/thaw processes. Some
small (=~10cm diameter) sorted stone circles around the polygonal
cracks. ’

Other: Mound edges are diffuse and ‘grade into the intermound. The

upslope side of the mound has no topographic delineation, the toe
of the mound is well defined.
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Mound: IPM2

‘Location: NW %, NW %, Section 29, T2N, R29E

Parent Material: Loess over basalt

Site description: Shallow basin formed within low basalt ridges.
Scott (1982) mapped the area as el2, Upper and Middle Pleistocene
silt and sandy siit, up to 3 m thick.

Slope (%): <1

Diameter: 11.5m

Nearest Neighbors: not measured.

Vegetation Mound: Sagebrush species (Artemesia sp.), Squirreltail
grass (Sitanion hystrix), annual mustard species, phlox (Phlox

sp.).

Vegetation Intermound: Sagebrush (Artemesia sp.), Winterfat
(Ceratoides Tanata), Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia polycantha),
other unidentified native species.

Vegetation general comments: Striking increase in annual mustard
species on the mounds.

Surface morphology mounds: Very similar to intermound surfaces,
with evidence of mammal burrows.

Surface morphology intermounds: Crusted surface soils, some
development of biogenic crusts.

Other: Mound edges are very diffuse and difficult to delineate.
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Mound: RGFM1
Location: NW % NW %, Section 14, T2N, R30E

Parent Material: Loess and slopewash over basalt

Site description: Upper section of a broad bow! oriented to the
southwest. Basalt outcrops around the top of the bowl, and within
40m of the trench. -

Slope (%): 2

Diameter: 1Im x 14 m, long dimension was N120E.
Nearest Neighbors: 12m and 29.5m

Vegetation Mound: Halogeton

Vegetation Intermound: Wheatgrass species (Agropyron sp),
Sagebrush (Artemesia sp.), Winterfat (Ceratoides lanata),
Milkvetch (Astragalus sp.) Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia
polycantha).

Vegetation general comments: Wheatgrass is the dominant species in
the intermound areas. It was planted in the mid-1900’s to
revegetate a firescar area. It is unclear if the area was plowed
or disced prior to drilling seeds. Halogeton is the only
vegetation on the mounds, and has spread several meters into the
intermound vegetation.

Surface morphology mounds: Smooth bare soil. Very few basalt
clasts found on mound surfaces, none on RGFM1. Soil shows weak
development of polygonal cracking after a rain. Many animal
burrows.

Surface morphology intermounds: Mainly smooth soil surface except
where vegetated. Soil pedestals up to 8cm have formed around
wheatgrass clumps. Basalts ranging in size from a few cm to 40 cm
are frequent, the density varies depending on proximity to
outcrops, and perhaps depth to bedrock.

Other: Basalt boulders at the surface lie at all orientations with
respect to their most stable configuration. Calcium carbonate
coats are exposed at various orientations, and lichen are growing
on exposed sides which used to be buried. The disoriented
boulders are reasonable evidence of discing, but they also occur
on very thin soils near outcrops.
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